
   

AUGUST, 2017

“It’s in our name . . . It’s what we do . . . We collect rocks!!!!”

The CENTRAL OREGON ROCK COLLECTORS (CORC) is an informal group dedicated to sharing the

rock hound hobby. We meet for field trips, collecting rocks, monthly programs, and related 

activities. You do not have to be a member to attend. However, if you are interested in joining, 

yearly memberships are only $20 for individuals, or $25 for families.  A membership form is on 

our website.

Visit OUR WEBSITE at http://www.corockcollectors.com 

PRESIDENT: Elizabeth Prindle                                        pointingatthemoon@bendcable.com

VICE PRESIDENT: Roger Whiteman                                                         whiterojanice@q.com

TREASURER: Marty Betsch    mbetsch@bendbroadband.com

SECRETARY: Suzie Meeker suziej49@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Jules Wetzel    jjwetzel@bendbroadband.com

FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE CHAIR: Open

PROGRAM COMMITTEE CHAIR: Open

NORTHWEST FEDERATION REPRESENTATIVES: Del and Clara Walker    cdwalker@q.com

WEBMASTER: Karen Cameron    karecame@gmail.com

Welcome:  Rockhounding is best when it is shared. We welcome visitors to our meetings, 
anytime.   If anyone has any interesting adventures or unusual materials that they would like to 
share, we would love to hear about them. 
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The Club meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month, March through October, the November 

meeting is a potluck holiday get-together on a Sunday.  No winter meetings.

Regular meetings are held at the Redmond Senior Center, 325 NE Dogwood Avenue, 

Redmond, starting at 7:00 pm until 8:30 or 9:00.

• Next meeting will be Wednesday, September 20, 2017.

Field Trips:                                                                                                                            

Sunday, August 6 – Gold Panning at the North Santiam River.  Don Ross leading.                        

Meet Sunday morning at 9 am at the chain-up area on Highway 20 about ½ mile past 

Santiam Jct.  It will take about an hour from Bend or Redmond to get there.  Panning for fine 

gold and a side trip to collect small pyrite crystals are on the agenda.  

If you can't meet the group, the panning site is detailed in the Gem Trails of Oregon book, and is 

about 25 miles up Quartzville Road from its junction with Hwy 20.

Bring gold pan, small shovel, a small bottle for your gold, a suction type eye dropper, a lunch 

and plenty of water,  as well as your standard equipment for a field trip.  Don is bringing 

watermelon, so please RSVP with him at 541-604-5741 so he will have enough to go around.      

Saturday September 9 – Hampton Butte for petrified wood                                                              

Sept. 13 – Sept 20 – Some of the club will be at the McDermitt, Oregon RV park.  Come for all 

week or only a few days.  See also the July meeting minutes (below).                                             

Sunday, October 1 – Richardson’s Rock Ranch outside of Madras for rock shop browsing and 

thunderegg beds.  

Field Trip Reports:                                                                                                       __________

There were no field trip reports submitted

Upcoming Programs:                                                                                                           

The Annual Summer Picnic is now scheduled for Sunday, August 13 at the Liebetrau residence, 

11822 SW Lodi Ct., Powell Butte, Oregon.  Save the date for good eats, socializing, a silent 

auction and a chance to sell your crafts.  Bring a lawn chair and a side dish or dessert.  Meat and 

drinks are provided.

The Picnic is the meeting; there is no meeting on Aug. 16th, so don't show up.

 Sept Program.  "Discovery of Ocean Breeze Jasper"  by Jim Jeffery and samples will be shown

 Oct Program:   "Where and what in the Ochoco's "  By Bill Quant 

______________________________________________________________________________

The following article is the 3rd Place winner in the 2016 AFMS Bulletin Editors Contest, Adult 

Article award.  Published in the East Texas Gem and Mineral Society newsletter, Tyler, Texas.  

Susan Burch, editor.



SHADOW AND IRIS AGATES

BY TERRY ROBERTS

   When I read “The Beauty of Banded Agates” by Michael R. Carlson several years ago,  I was 
awed by the beauty of these agates.  Most rockhounds are familiar with the outstanding patterns 
and colors exhibited by Laguna, Brazilian, Dryhead, Fairburn, Condor, Queensland and other 
banded agates shown in the book.  However, the author showed two types of agates that I was 
determined to find.  These are the Shadow and Iris agates.  Mr. Carlson provides an excellent 
description of each phenomenon in his book.

   Shadow Agates display a shimmering optical effect caused by a
phenomenon known as parallax.  The shadow is caused by
regularly spaced bands that are alternately clear and opaque.  The
opaque band is usually white in low quality agates, but can be
bright colors in high quality agates.  As light enters the agate at
an angle to the surface of the bands, the opaque band will cast a
shadow in the clear band since light is not reflected out of it.  By
moving the stone back and forth, the shadow will move across
the bands.  This can be seen in the photo where the shadow
moves along the upper left side of the cabochon.  A word of
caution:  This is not “chatoyance” which is an optical effect
caused by the reflection of light from some fibrous material as
seen in Tigereye.

   The Iris effect is often, but not always, found in low quality
agate that a collector may be tempted to discard.  I finally found a
good example of this phenomenon in an ordinary Brazilian agate
slab that had no noteworthy patterns and very little color.  This
can be seen in the photos which show the Brazilian agate in
reflected light and again in transmitted light from an
incandescent bulb (the cab has pieces of lint on the surface from
the polishing cloth that appear to be scratches).                        

   This phenomenon is produced when light passes through a
clear agate with extrememely fine bands (up to 10,000 bands per inch).  The bands act as a 
diffraction grating where the edges of the bands have alternately high and low refractive              
indices which cause the light to break into spectral colors.  Since not all agates have evenly 
spaced bands and refractive indices suitable for separating colors
in white light, the iris effect varies in quality and the number of
colors that will be displayed.

   In order to get the best colors from this cabochon, I had to grind
it down to a thickness of about 2.5 mm in the center of the dome
and 1.5 mm at the edge.  If the agate cab had been any thicker, the
colors would not have been noticeable.  So, if you find a clear
agate slab that appears to have wavy shadows that are caused by
microscopic bands, you might try to grind it to a very thin slab.
You may be rewarded with a beautiful Iris Agate.



Minutes from July 19, 2017, CORC Board Meeting

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. by President Elizabeth Prindle. Attending were Vice

President Roger Whiteman, Treasurer Marty Betsch, Secretary Suzie Meeker, Newsletter Editors 

Jan and Jules Wetzel, and NFMS/AFMS representatives Clara and Del Walker. 

Marty reported on her research regarding the club acquiring a Tax ID number. The benefit is that 

the names on the club account can be easily changed which is not the case right now. There is no 

cost to get the Tax ID number. The consensus was that the current club president and treasurer 

should be the ones on the account. The club Treasury has approximately $2500. 

The board discussed the status of Petersen’s Rock Garden which has reopened. The idea of 

having a workday at the club will be explored.  Marty is attempting to contact a board member to

discuss what CORC can do to help them.

Karen Cameron reported there were 183 visits to the CORC website with 11 directed by the 

American Federation.  The Facebook page now has 96 people signed up. 

The deadline for submissions for the next newsletter is Wednesday, July 25. Jules suggested that 

next year the field trips be on the second weekend of the month so that the newsletter has time to 

arrive and promote upcoming trips. Jules also suggested that all club members remember it is fire

season, and they should travel with a shovel, bucket and a gallon of water.

The program this evening is Don Ross’ rockhounding adventures while in the armed forces. 

There currently is no definite program for September or October. [Since the July meeting other 

speakers have been arranged for September and October].

There will be no regular meeting in Redmond during the month of August. The club picnic will 

have a short business meeting, and it is planned for August 13 at the home of Al and Sue 

Liebetrau at 11822 SW Lodi in Powell Butte. Jules suggested including a map in the upcoming 

newsletter. The board decided the start time would be 1 p.m. Club members are encouraged to 

bring items for the silent auction, and they will have the opportunity to sell rock related items.

The next field trip will be August 6 and will be led by Don Ross. It is approximately a 2 and ½ 

hour drive from Redmond.  The September field trip to Hampton Butte is planned for September 

9 and will be led by Suzie Meeker.

Elizabeth prepared a brief paragraph as a one-time liability waiver which will be included next 

year when members renew their membership or join the club. The meeting was adjourned at 6:35

pm.

Minutes for the CORC Meeting July 19, 2017

The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Elizabeth Prindle, club President, welcomed new 

members and guests who were asked to introduce themselves. Everyone was reminded to sign in 

for door prizes and attendance. Approximately 30 members and guests were present.



Secretary/Treasurer - The June, 2016, meeting minutes were approved as published in the July 

newsletter. Marty Betsch gave the Treasurer’s Report with $2500 currently in the treasury. She 

explained that the club dues pay for the rental of the room, postage, refreshments served at the 

meeting, and equipment needed by the club, plus some of the food served at the club picnic and 

holiday parties. The club also pays dues to the Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

as all CORC members are also members of the Federation.

Newsletter/Electronic Media – The deadline for submissions to the August newsletter is 

Wednesday, July 25.  Information on the gold panning field trip will be included. Jules also 

suggested that when driving on back roads during fire season, members carry a shovel, bucket 

and gallon of water. There were 183 visits to the Club website in June, and 96 people are signed 

up for the club Facebook page. Elizabeth suggested that more experienced members might like 

to help answer questions posed on the Facebook page.

Club Picnic - The club picnic will be held at 1 p.m. on Sunday, August 13 at the home of Al and 

Sue Liebetrau.  The address is 11822 SW Lodi Court in Powell Butte. Parking is limited so 

please carpool. All vehicles should park on one side of the road so that other vehicles can pass. 

Everyone is asked to bring either a side dish or a dessert. The club will supply the grilled meat. 

The club picnic replaces the regular August club meeting, and there will be a short business 

meeting. Elizabeth encouraged members to bring items to donate to the silent auction which is a 

club fund raiser. Members may also bring their own rock-related items to sell at the picnic.

Programs – Don Ross will present his rockhounding adventures tonight. The September and 

October programs have not yet been determined. Club members are encouraged to contact Marty

with ideas.

Field Trips – The next field trip is gold panning near Quartzville at the North Santiam on 

Sunday, August 6. Don Ross passed out three pages of information for the upcoming trip: written

directions to the site, suggested items to bring, and a map. Please see the article in the newsletter 

for details. Club members plan to meet at 9 a.m. at the chain up area on Highway 20 about ½ 

mile past Santiam Junction.  The trip will take approximately 2 ½ hours from Redmond to the 

gold panning site, and the weather may be cooler than Central Oregon’s weather.

If you plan to attend the gold panning trip on August 6,  please call Don Ross at 541-604-5741 

so that he knows how many people to plan for. He will be providing watermelon for all.

Future field trip dates: Saturday, September 9 – Hampton Butte for petrified wood

Sunday, October 1 – Richardson’s Rock Ranch outside of Madras for rock shop browsing and 

thunderegg beds. 

September 13-20 – McDermitt on the Oregon/Nevada border – camping available at RV 

Park/limited number of motel rooms available in the small town.  You may come for the entire 

week or stay for any number of days.

Sharing – Jules passed around the colorful jasper he collected at Smokey Butte in McDermitt, 

OR/NV.



Presentation – Don Ross discussed some of his many interesting rock collecting adventures 

while traveling in the Armed Services. He has been rockhounding since the early 1970s. He 

shared two basic rules he learned when going rockhounding: always have someone with you, and

be sure the ground is stable before walking on it. Some of the rocks Don passed around and 

discussed were from Saudi Arabia, Germany, Texas including Ft. Hood and the Dallas/Ft. Worth 

areas, and Deming, New Mexico.Del commented that having a pocket first aid kit and a cell 

phone are also important items to have when rockhounding.Door prizes were distributed, and the

meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m 

Submitted  by Suzie Meeker, Secretary                                            

______________________________________________________________________________

Club News   and information:  

Report from Ken Lawson

I thought I would give you a catch up report.  Early Monday the 24th, John, Patricia, Suzie and 

Ken headed out to Enumclaw, WA.  We were making a trip to hound in the Green Water/Green 

River area.  At the town of Sumner we stopped and visited with a Rock guy from the area named 

Tony.  Suzie had made the connection for us.  Tony gave us maps and rock samples of what to 

look for; he was a great guy and had lots of good tips for us.  We got checked in to our rooms in 

Enumclaw and by 3:00, we were exploring.  We found a dig site for “green jasper”.  Their green 

is somewhat lighter than ours, but very pretty.  We knocked off at 7:00 and had dinner at “The 

Mint.”  Very good food and we laughed like crazy the whole time.  Those folk there probably 

thought us total nut cases.  Tuesday we made 5 stops with limited success.  We were in the 

mountains; oh boy were we in the mountains.  Every place we dug was on a 45 degree to 70 

degree slope.  You climbed up to it and dug yourself a bit of a hole to set in and then did some 

very rocky digging.  We have been so spoiled by digging in the high desert!  We did miss our flat

ground.  On Wednesday, as we headed home towards Yakima, we stopped at a place that Suzie 

can tell you; I have forgotten it.  We went up and up and up.  The notes said to “hike along the 

ridge for crystals and geodes.  We were up there, but we still did some climbing to get to the 

ridge.  Now keep watching your footing, because that ridge goes down mighty fast.  We did find 

some good crystals that had to be chiseled out of the rock faces.  John did pretty good traversing 

the slopes and he found fairly good float.  Climbed back down with full packs and was very 

happy to stand on the flat road.  A stop at McDonalds in Yakima and John “holed” up there for 

the night.  Suzie and I continued with a stop in Biggs and Madras and arrived in Redmond at 

11:15 – quite tired.  It was a good trip for sure.  We didn't make as good a haul as we hoped, but 

we did get some different stuff and got to see more country.                                  Ken

*****************************************************************************

We have a number of different resources; magazines, books, and cds, available for members to 

borrow.  Contact Jules Wetzel, email in the masthead, to check out what's available.

 The club is always looking for members willing to help.  Please offer to step in where-ever 

you can volunteer.    



Business Cards:                                                                                                                    

[We are more than happy to include members rock-related business cards in this section.]

Canutts Gems is offering a 5% discount to members                                                                                             
showing a CORC membership card



Classified Ads:    If you have a rockhound related object you wish to sell, send the announcement to 
Jules Wetzel jjwetzel@bendbroadband.com and we'll post it.  If you don't want your address, phone 
number or email address posted, submit your ad with only the specific contact information you do want 
published.

Opportunity to sell your rock-related wares:  The Liebetraus have reserved an area in the Powell Butte
Fall Festival on September 16, for club members to display and sell.  Contact Al or Sue at 541-504-4751. 
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