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Central Oregon Rock Collectors
October 2015, Newsletter
“It’s in our name… it’s what do we do… we collect rocks!!!!”
The CENTRAL OREGON ROCK COLLECTORS is an informal group dedicated to sharing the
rock hound hobby. We meet for field trips, collecting rock, and related activities. You do not have to be a
member to attend. However if you are interested in joining, yearly memberships are only $20 for
individuals, or $25 for families. At the end of this newsletter is a form for joining the C.O.R.C.
PRESIDENT: Debbie J. Reynolds

dsdr1500@yahoo.com

VICE PRESIDENT: Al Liebetrau

liebetrauam@msn.com

TREASURER: Marty Betsch

mbetsch@bendbroadband.com

SECRETARY: Sue Liebetrau

liebetrauam@msn.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Jerry Brown

jerryriverguy@yahoo.com

FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE CHAIR: Jules Wetzel

jjwetzel@bendbroadband.com

PROGRAM COMMITTEE CHAIR: Mike Betsch

mbetsch@bendbroadband.com

Northwest Federation Representatives: Del and Clara Walker

cdwalker@q.com

Webmaster: Karen Cameron

karecame@gmail.com

OUR WEBSITE: http://corockcollectors.com

Welcome: Rockhounding is best when it is shared. We welcome visitors to our meetings, anytime. If
anyone has any interesting adventures or unusual materials that they would like to share, we would love
to hear about them. Our next regular meeting will be the third Wednesday of September (Sept 16th) at
the Redmond Senior Center at 7:00 PM. We will be in the conference room at the east end of the center.
Club officers meet at 6:00 pm.
Nuggets of Knowledge
Carol Van Dorn, the Prineville geologist who hosted us at the Prineville BLM office on August 12, would
like some help with the rock hound site signs. She has scheduled October 8 from 10-12 for sign assembly
at the BLM office. Then on October 29 the signs will be taken to area sites. The signs are to be posted at
all the sites in the district that are on the BLM Rockhound map so that boundaries will be clear. Anyone
who can volunteer to help please call Carol at 541-416-6700.
Field trip information:
Next field trip: Sunday, October 4 to a borrow pit near Madras for colorful opalite. Meet at 9:00 in the
Safeway (Madras) parking lot.
Our Upcoming Programs :
October – Bill Quant, son and co-prospector with Central Oregon legend, Shirts Quant, will
informally discuss their rockhounding and prospecting adventures.
November - The CORC end of the season holiday banquet.
Our Upcoming Field trips:
October 4 – East of Madras for colorful opalite.
October 18 trip to Fall Creek Reservoir is cancelled. The recreation area is closed as of the end
of September.
NFMS field trip Sept. 16 - 20. Report from Jules Wetzel. There was a pretty good turn-out, I believe we
counted around 40 cars in the convoy the first day. Graveyard Point agate was a no go because of fire
restrictions. The range fire had burned from Idaho Hwy 95 west to Succor Creek and from the start of the
hills south of Homedale, ID pretty much to where the Succor Creek Highway hits the Highway 95 just
north of Jordan Valley.
We did collect quite a bit of -hopefully- very nice picture jasper, a bag of blue thundereggs off the
Owyhee club's claim, and a tumblerful of snakeskin agate. All in all a good trip.

MINUTES OF CORC BOARD MEETING, September 16, 2015
Sue Liebetrau, Secretary
Vice President Al Liebetrau called the meeting to order at about 6:00.
Reports
Minutes of the informal meeting on August 23 were approved as printed. The Treasurer Marty Betsch
was absent, but President Debby Simon reported a month-end balance of $1,672.39. She also reported the
good news that the silent auction at the picnic netted $368, a record amount.

Federation Delegates Clara and Del Walker called attention to the Portland Regional show on October 911. The Federation is holding an organizational meeting on October 9. Al noted that the Friends of
Mineralogy and Fluorescent Mineral Society will also have a joint meeting-symposium on that date. Al
added that the Polka Dot agate claim is now open on weekends and is producing good blue agate.
Webmaster Karen Cameron was absent and has expressed the desire not to attend board meetings.
However, Debby reported that the website problem has been repaired and that Karen will check more
frequently for messages on the site. She will either answer them or forward them to the board. Another
person is needed to provide Karen with content—or should the board members be responsible for
content? No action was taken.
Upcoming Events
Relative to field trips, Jerry Brown reported on two possible sites for field trips next year: a ranch near
Terrabonne for petrified wood and another north of Madras. A second fall trip will be to Fall Creek
Reservoir on October 17-18, weather permitting. A local trip for Opalite (Madras) will be held on October
4.
Regarding the Powell Butte Minifest on Saturday, September 19, Al will call the volunteers. Walkers will
check with Carrie Gordon. The leadership planning retreat will be held on October 21 [need times, place]
The holiday party will be held either on Sunday November 15 or November 22. The club will be polled
for preference. Liebetraus will reserve the Powell Butte Community Center.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:55.

CENTRAL OREGON ROCK COLLECTORS
Meeting Minutes, September 16, 2015
President Debby Simon called the meeting to order at 7:10. One guest was introduced, Beckie Weed. The
next item was our program. Jerry and Stephanie Brown reported on a 2012 collecting trip to Utah and
showed wonderful photos of magnificent rock formations and great specimens. Their presentation was
followed by “Show and Tell.” Marie Vandaveer showed intarsia work that she did during the Federation
retreat at Camp Hancock, and Larry Abney related the history of Camp Hancock and his experiences at
this valuable retreat. Al Liebetrau showed a pretty limb in matrix that he collected during the September
field trip to Pole Creek. He also reported that the Polka Dot agate claim is now open on weekends and is
producing some beautiful dark blue agate. He passed around a specimen.
Reports
Secretary: no report.
Treasurer: Debby, acting for Marty Betsch, reported a month-end balance (August) of $1,672.39. She
noted that CORC made $368 from the silent auction at the August picnic, a record amount!
Programs: Al Liebetrau reported that Bill Quant, from Quant’s Rock Shop in Prineville, will talk about
collecting areas in October. He also reminded CORC of the September 19 “minifest” at the Powell Butte
Community Center. CORC will have an entire room to exhibit and sell.
Field Trips: The October 4 trip to a borrow pit near Madras will be for colorful opalite. Debby showed a
large sample. We will meet at 9:00 in the Safeway (Madras) parking lot. A possible second field trip was
discussed later (see “New Business” below).
Newsletter: Jerry asked for photos to put into the newsletter.
Website: Debby reported for Karen Cameron that the CORC website is now easier to find.
New Business

Field Trip: A second field trip is being scheduled, to the Fall Creek Reservoir east of Springfield. The
date is October 18. (You may wish to make this an overnighter.) Jerry will announce a meeting place;
meet at 10:00.
Elections: Elections for Secretary and Treasurer will take place at the October meeting. Debby called for
nominees/volunteers, but there were none.
Holiday Pot Luck Party: A vote was taken about the date for the holiday potluck, our last meeting of the
year. The choices were November 15 or 22; the 22nd was the decision. It will be held at the Powell Butte
Community Center. Members are asked to bring a nice item for the drawing.
Several door prizes were distributed to lucky people, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:25.
POWELL BUTTE MINIFEST
The Central Oregon Rock Collectors displayed a good presence at the Powell Butte Minifest on
September 19. Four large tables filled the room with thundereggs, petrified wood, jewelry and more. A
large poster depicting the Crooked River Caldera, in which Powell Butte is located, attracted lots of
interest. In fact, the CORC room may have been the busiest in the entire community center! Outside, Paul
Asman set up a large sale booth. The day was lovely and the affair was lots of fun. Thanks to the Browns,
Liebetraus, Debby Simon, Walkers and Paul for their efforts, and to Carrie Gordon of the Ochoco
National Forest Office for providing the poster information.
Upcoming shows:
October 9-11 - Portland Regional Gem & Mineral Show Association
Washington County Fair Complex,873 NE 34th Avenue, Hillsboro OR 97124
L. Smith, Portlandregional.DealerChair@gmail.com
October 9-11 - Pacific Northwest Chapter of the Friends of Mineralogy 41st Annual Symposium and
Mineral Show and Annual Meeting of the Fluorescent Mineral Society, at the Red Lion Hotel in Kelso,
Washington. Show theme: Minerals of the Northeast U.S. and Fluorescent Minerals. Displays and
dealers are free and open to the public. Registration fee is required to attend the symposium. This year,
the show will feature a room full of world class displays of fluorescent minerals. This one-time event is
not to be missed.
October 17 & 18 - Hatrockhounds Gem and Mineral Society
Hermiston Conference Center, Highway 395 South, Hermiston OR
Mike Filarski, 541 571 2593 stonemorlin1@netscape.net
October 24 & 25 - Clackamette Mineral and Gem Club
Clackamas County Fairgrounds, 694 Ne. 4th Ave, Canby, OR 97013
Beth Heesacker, heesacker@coho.net

Photos from recent activities.

The stump that defeated CORC at the Pole Creek dig, Sept 13.

From the NFMS trip, digging thundereggs at the Owyhee club claim. It seemed that anywhere on that
hill a person dug, they would turn up thundereggs. But the road in was NASTY!

Also from NFMS, at the Wild Horse jasper dig, this rock was not collected.

CENTRAL OREGON ROCK COLLECTORS (CORC)
2015 MEMBERSHIP FORM
DATE: ____________________________________________
NAME: ___________________________________________
NAMES OF ADD’L FAMILY MEMBERS (+AGES IF UNDER 18):
__________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________
Amount Paid: _______________________________________
How did you hear about CORC? (new members only)
___________________________________________________
NOTE: Annual dues are $20/individuals and $25/families. If you are paying by check:
Make your check out to Central Oregon Rock Collectors and mail it to:
Attn: Marty Betsch, 61561 Eastlake Drive, Bend, OR 97702.

